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STILL, WAR.

the conditions under which at this

date the w'ork of missions is being car-

ried on in Korea very little is needful to

say. There is but slight interruption in

most of the stations. Only on the East

coast in the great Ham Kyeng province,

where the Canadian Presbyterian Mission

have their two stations, the depredations

of Russian cavalry and thethreateningsof

the Vladivostock fleet have rendered ac-

tive work well-nigh impossible. To none
^of the workers has any harm come, nor

is i^ipprehended ;
yet the personal in-

cc^^iiience already incurred by some is

n^^Wiall. While we regret these things,

we know that the hand of the Lord is in

them, and we look for Him to bring good
out of them abundantly for His cause.

. Such increase of good He has already

brought in other localities. From Pyeug
Yang, for instance, we hear through Dr.

Moffett at the end of May: “No special

news, except the baptism of 131 men and
women in the Central Church here on

Sabbath last. This, with the baptisms

in our South Gate Church, will give us

the largest number ever baptized in the

city in one year. So you will see that

the war has not interfered with the pro-

gress of the work. Work on the South

Gate building is now under way.” And
again, at an earlier date from Mr. Blair

of PyengYang; “Our Christians here

are in shining contrast with the heathen.

Most of the latter have fled, while scarce-

ly a Christian has gone. Men are say-

ing ‘well, we will have to become Christ-

ians too, so we won’t be afraid.’ Reports

from the country also show that the

Country groups are standing well together

and everywhere new believers are re-

ported. My teacher returned yesterday

from Cha Chak, in Soon An county,

,

where he had been helping in a class.

and reports twenty-one men brought in

during the class. New believers report-

ed in all my country' groups. The at-

tendance of men here in the city at night
during the local class last week was sc

large the women were requested not to

come and both sides of church were used
for men. We think that perhaps a

thousand men attended church here for

the first time last week. If the Japanese
go on north, we expect to see a wonder-
ful work here.”

It is not in Pye.ng Yang alone, but in

all the various regions of Presbyterian

work that such gains are reported. The
record of conversions in this first year of

the w’ar, the twentieth of Gospel preach-

ing in Korea, will be far in excess of any
statistics hitherto presented in this king
dom. It is the Lord’s doing, and He has

chosen to use war as one of His direct

agencies in the mighty' work. We know
not the agencies, nor do we certainly

know the agents, nor how many of them
He will see fit to employ. But the eye

of faith, as with it we look forw'ard,

shows us the vision of an ever increasing

victory, and we say again to those whose
thought is toward us and whose prayer

is for us “The fields are white already to

harvest,” “Pray ye therefore the Lord

of the harvest that He will send forth la-

bourers into His harvest.”

REPORT FOR 1963 TO 1904.

Mrs. O. R. Avison.

T AST July and August we were obliged

to remain in the city, our little sum-

mer cottage being under repair. Early

in July I vvas taken ill, and for six 01-

eight weeks was unable to do much oi

anything. Toward the latter part oi

August and the first of September I was

able with Lera’s help to prepare for

going to our Annual Meeting, which was
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to be held iu Pyeiig Yaug. As 1 was
taking the two younger boys with me,
there was sewing to be done and also

things in general to be left prepared for

those who remained while we were away.
Miss Straeffer of the southern mission

very kindly occupied our house during
our absence.

When we returned Dr. wished me to

take up more work iu the Hospital in-

stead of my Thursday class and the rime
it took to prepare for it. I was very
willing to take up the extra Hospital

work, but regretted very much to stop

my class. I wanted to do both, but Dr.

feared it was too much with my house-

hold cares, so I turned it over to Mrs.
Kim (Kim Pil Sooni’s mother). It was
afterward taken up by Dr. P'ield after she

came home from Taiku, and then by
Miss Shields after Dr. Field had left. I

have kept up regularly my Sunday
morning class and enjoyed it very much.
There have been ten baptized from this

class during the year. They had been
members for a long time of this class and
in the church almost from the beginning
of it, or at least since I first began with
them in the Hong Mun Syek Kol church
in Miss Strong’s time.

My work iu the Hospital was to visit

the wards every day and see that the

rooms were kept iu order, the beds pro-

perly made and linen changed when
needed. As I write it how easy it

sounds; but, oh ! my, such dirty patients

and how difficult to get th'em to wash
themselves or to get any one to do it.

And, as we had very little in the way of

clothing, they were in bed with the

clothing they came in with most of the

time. We shall be better off this year,

as I am making liberal supplies in this

line, as well as bed linen. I have made
Sheets loo

Pillowslips 6o

Pillowticks 25
Mattress ticks 25
Towels overcast 4 dozen
Quilts 32

Also quite a number of ticks have
been fixed over, mended, etc., and quite

a number of old quilts covered and re-

covered.
There have been a few very interesting

cases iu the Hospital.^^ One, an old blind

woman, who after hearing the Gospel
said she believed she had been brought

here for that special purpose, and wanted
to believe. There were no believers in

her village. One hand was withered, had
been so ever since she. had had smallpox
at the age of three years, so it remained
very little, like a child’s. She had no
living relatives according to her story,
and had earned her own living with her
one hand. She said she had become
blind all in a day. She was able to see
in the morning and was blind that even-
ing. Doctor removed a cataract, which
she had in one eye, so that she regained
the sight of that eye, but the other was
incurable. Mrs. Kim, who was with me
in the ward, told her her experience
when converted, and she seemed greatly
interested.

Mrs. O was here a long time, had been
operated on a number of times, is better,

but was not entirely well when she left.

She became a believer and learned to

read and was very desirous to learn

more of the minor teachings of the Bibie,

snd was baptized before she left for

home. Poor woman, her husban^^ad
cast her away, and as her parent^«d
brothers did not believe she draired
going home, knowing she would be per-

secuted in many ways, as well as tempt-
ed to do wrong. She cried like a child

when she left, said doctor was like a

father and I a mother to her. I felt

badly when she left as she clung to me,
begging that I pray for her as she went
to that heathen home. 1 encouraged
her to believe that she would be the

means of all of them believing.

We have the little woman in again

who had her foot amputated here some
time ago. She has been well and away
for a long time, but is back again with a

sore neck and hand. She has lost two
fingers also. It is a tuberculosis case.

She believes, but has not learned to

read, altho’ we have tried in many ways
to encourage her to do so and provided

some one to teach her too. Quite a

sum of money has been raised, partly by
the women of our church, to buy a foot

for her, but we have not procured it

yet as the money is still insufficient.

She attends all the meetings.

One other womau who has had a leg

amputated is a believer and is learning

to read. When the former woman was
at her home, a long distance from here,

Shinsee, one of our women, knowing
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she would like to come to the Sunday
meetings and stay for the lecture Monday
night, one of which was held every
Monday night for some weeks, went
and brought this little Mrs. Kim on her

back
;
and not only that, but fed her

from her own poor allowance from Satur-

day evening until after Monda)’ or gen-

erally Tuesday evening, as it was too

late to take her home after the lecture

and she could not carry her home before

dusk the next evening. I thought that

was pretty good for Shi usee.

We had Yongie and Kapchunie, school

girls, in during the year, and while we
w’ere sorry to have them there as patients,

I feel sure they did much good while
with I us, for have seldom seen such
patience and quiet submission in suffer-

ing displayed anywhere. We had No-
gurie also and Okju. They were all

such bright happy girls, even amid af-

fliction.

One little child about five years old

was left at the Hospital gate almost at

d^th’s door, so swollen and benumbed
the cold. She was carried in and

^^^ud cared for, although no one ever
expected her to live. However she
little by little gained strength by feed-

ing her milk, eggs, soup, etc., until she
became well, and, though not like any
other child (because she was like a little

old wizened woman in appearance) very
interesting to us. We all grew to love
her and finally I carried her up on ray

back to our house for several days and
fed her a good liberal plate of food from
our table. We were delighted to see her
eat and gain. Our children, especially

Lawrence, learned to love her and in

fact wanted me to adopt her as our little

girl. By and by she didn’t wait for me
to carry her, but after donning her clean
dress she would walk up herself and stay
for dinner, Shinsee feeding her with a

spoon each day until she learned to feed
herself. She became well and could no
longer stay here. So, although we were
sorry to part with her, we found a good
place for her in Mrs. Campbell’s .sehool.

We gave her the name of Unhyei (Grace).
We have had a great many men, but

there have been two boys who have in-

terested me most. One is the little

fellow spoken of in Mr. Clark’s report.

He was like sunshine in that big ward
of rough meu who had become hardened

and calloused long ago. Poor little

fellow, he was a great sufferer, but seem-
ed always happy. He would lie and sing
“Jesus loves me’’ and other beautiful
hymus. He was not afraid to die. I

felt .so sorry for him toward the last.

He had grown terribly thiu and he could
not do much for himself and he wanted
to be quiet too and begged so to be put
on a warm floor within reach of his needs
and where he could be quiet

; but it was
bitter cold winter weather and it meant
heating a room for him alone, so for

some days it was not given him, as wood
was very dear and our funds short. But
finally I said I thought it should be
done, he could not be much longer with
us

;
so he was moved. I was in one day

near the last, w’hen he lay seemiugl}'

unconscious, but Saw sobang was sitting

by his side. I asked was he asleep or

did he know he was going to die and
was he afraid, and he replied “Oh, no;
I will be near my Heavenly Father
theu.’’ He enjoyed while able to look
at our pretty picture books, some of

which we have in the H.ispital. He
was baptized before he left us.

The other little fellow, who is now
with us, is sick with the same trouble,

hip joint disease. He is very weak, but
a very' happy little fellow' too. He pro-

fessed conversion this spring and his

face is always bright. But I might go
on relating one after another of Hospit-
al cases which would be interesting too,

were there time.

Lera had a class of little girls in our
Sabbath School up to the time of her
going away. The love in that class was
mutual. Poor little girls, it was touch-
ing to see how they brought their little

keepsakes to her. made by themselves, .

w'ith their eyes filled with tears, while
she, putting her arms around one after

the other, bade them not to crv for her
but to be good girls, that she might .see

them again. She had a farew'ell party
for them and the girls of the girls’

school. She was very much attached to

them too, especiall}' to those who had
been iu the Hospital. Man) an hour, I

am sure, was made brighter ii> the Hos-
pital to those, girls, and Lera loved to go
and sit with them, and I know she en-

joyed it too. When they were able they
sang together, and sometimes sewed to-

gether, and sometimes she had them
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brought up to her room aud showed them
her dolls and clothing and her books,

pictures, etc.; and they in return made
such pretty miniature clothing in Korean
style for her. Her class has been turned
over to Miss Brown and Cha-hyay.
Almost every Sunday during the year

Wilber and Douglas have met a class of

street boys who came every Sunday
morning to our compound, where they
gave them Sabbath School picture papers
and sometimes tracts, saug, and afterward

took them down to our morning Sabbath
School at the church. Many of them
have become regular attendants, are

wearing clean clothes, and look like dif-

ferent boys They also gave out several

hundred tracts each Sunday on the

streets.

FUSAN STATISTICS.

JpUSAN Station of the American Pres-

byterian Mission finds itself mov-
ing forw^ard more rapidly than ever.

Here are a few' statistics for the year

ending June 30. IQ04.

69 adults baptized.

92 catechumens received.

211 communicants in good standing.

204 catechumens on the roll.

68 baptized infants on roll.

12 baptized this year.

22 places of regular meeting.

3 of them new this year.

441 average attendants.

671 adherents.

II church buildings.

2 of them new this year.

190 yen raised in collections.

When compared with five years ago,

our size has increased eightfold, and the

past j'ear has been by far the best.

R. H SiDEBOTHAM.

AWAKENING KANG WON DO.

Ja 7iuary Report of Rev. A. G Welbon to

Seoul SiaHoti.

^u December 9th., in company w'ith

Helper Kim, I set out to visit a

part of the district placed in my care.

Our first -stop was 30 It outside the

northeast gate in the home of an old

man over 70 years of age. His wdfe,

nearly blind and quite hard of hearing,

was baptized on our previous trip last

spring. They w'ere very happy in their

childlike faith and eager to learn more
of the Savior. The one great burden
that they were bearing on their hearts
was the waywardne.ss of their sou and
his wife, with whom they are living.

They have however a prospective grand-
son-in-law' living with them who came
from a Christian home. He is a very
bright little fellow, only ten years of

age, foreign count
;

yet he reads the

Scripture well and leads the singing at

their services. He passed an excellent
entrance examination to the catechumen
class.

From here we went 50 li to a large
market town where we have three
families of believers. Four persons
came up for examination. One, an old

man, while not very bright in his

answers, seemed very earnest, so was
admitted to be baptized. The others
were continued in the catechumen class.

Next morning we were up, had break-
fast, held meeting, packed our boxes,
and started before sunup for a 90 //walk
to our next group. We arrived just at

sundown, .somewhat footsore and wej^^
but the weariness was soon forgottei^^r
the cordial greetings of a large number
of our people gathered to partake of the

sixtieth anniversary feast of the first

man we baptized in Kang Won province
nearly three years ago. We had a large

attendance that night at the evening
service. A number could not get into

the rooms, and, though it was zero

wealher, the}' sat outside uncomplain-
ingly through the j

meeting. Thirteen

came up for exam nation. Two were
admitted to be baptized and four put in-

to the catechumen class. The following

morning we held two meetings, starting

about noon for the next group, 25 li

away, making a call about evening on a

family calling themselves Christians.

We held one meeting in the house, at

which the sin of Sabbath breaking was
dwelt on ver}' largely. A number of

people gathered outside and listened

attentively.

The next day was Sunday and a happy
day it was, because it was the first time

since the work was established, nearly

three years ago, that any one has been

baptized. It has been specially gratify-

ing to watch the work developing at this

place where we had so much against us.

It was nothing more than a guild or
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men’s club when we first visited the

place. Men had been arrested, tied up
to the church flag pole, beaten, and

money extorted from them in the name
of the church. Sunday was used simply

as a day to hold trials, so that men went
to the church only when they had some
such business on hand. There was so

much of that kind of business on hand
however that the attendance was very

large. They had 140 members, all men
and nearly all heads of families. .More

than two thirds of these fell away when
the}’ found out what the Gospel is; but

we have three groups with an average

attendance of about twenty each left,

that remain faithful to the light they have

received. In these three groups eleven

were admitted to be baptized and tw’elve

placed in the catechumen class on this

trip The quiet, reverential manner of

the members throughout the services of

the day was in such marked contrast

to what we saw on our first trip that we
could not but think “What hath God
wrought !

”

^^^xt morning we started for the oop

il^Ple we purchased the country rest

house with the money sent us by the

Toronto ladies in memory of Miss Mc-
Kenzie. We hope to have this place

fitted up before long, so that we may
spend more time in this district. The
next day was fair day, so we thought it

best to stay and hold street meetings.

Two large meetings were held, a num-
ber of tracts sold, and many leaflets

given away.
Next morning we started for Sung

Yung, 50 h' away, arriving about five

o’clock. We had to face a cold wind all

the way, and as it was the first we met
with, both my ears were frosted before

I knew it. No examinations were held

at. this place. The leader was away,
but no new additions were reported.

The work at this place did not have thfe

right start either, and has not yet re-

covered from the evil effects.

On our way to the next group we
stopped at, noon in a town where the

work has been started since our last

trip. There were three families of be-

lievers, all seemingly much interested.

This is one of the pleasant features of

every trip, meeting new groups. Just

before dark we arrived at Pul Mun Tong
and received a warm welcome from the

181

brethren. As soon as supper was over
we held the evening meeting, then ex-
amined candidates. Four were admitted
to be baptized and two put in the cate-

chumen class. The following morning
we were up and had breakfast before

daylight, held meeting, baptizing four

adults and four infants, three of the lat-

ter being granddaughters of our host.

We then started for the next group, said

to be sixty /i away. The roads were
very bad, however, and one bridge over
a large stream was down, so that we
were able to go only 40 It, though we
were on the way till sundown. Stop-
ping at an inn, the proprietor of which
had made some profession, but was not

keeping the Sabbath, we had an evening
meeting and gave away some leaflets.

In the morning we were up and on our
way at dajdight, so that we arrived at

our destination before the brethren had
had their breakfast. We held three

meetings that day, besides examining
sixteen candidates. Seven were admit-
ted to be baptized and five were placed in

the catechumen class. The next day
was Sunday. Five meetings were held,

taking up the greater part of the day.

.A.t the afternoon service baptism and
the Lord’s Supper were administered.

The class for this district is to be held

here next month
Early next morning found us on our

way to the next group, 90 // away. The
roads however were good, so that we ar-

rived before dark. This group is quite

an old one, but is not making an}’ pro-

gress so far as numbers are concerned.
There is some growth though we believe

in spiritual things. We stayed only over
night. Leaving next morning about
nine o’clock, we went 30 O to a Christ-

ian home, the mother of which we will

miss henceforth on our rounds. We ar-

rived just in time to offer prayer and say

a few words before she departed, happy
in the faith, but loath to leave her hus-

band and si.x children. The baby was a

month old. She has gone to be with the

Lord she had so faithfully served here.

• We will miss her bright and happy face.

She taught her children to follow in her
footsteps, and they are among the

brightest in that district.

The next mdrning we started for home
in a heav}’ snowstorm, arriving late in

the afternoon, having completed our cir-
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cuit in fifteen days and bringing to an
end the best trip yet taken in this dis-

trict.

NATIVE PROPAGATING

OF THE GOSPEL.

From Annual Report of Miss M. L.

Chase, September, 1903.

J^rom those in positions of greatest re-

sponsibility down to the lowest
coolie all are for the most part evangel-
ists. A few of the words heard from the
lips of chair coolies as we travel are
“Have you heard the Jesus doctrine?”
“Have von received the peace of God?”
“Do you know there is no other way to
be saved except by believing in the
name of Jesus?” Then the question
comes, “If I should believe now, what
about all my past sins?” Some will say
“lam old now and have faithfully wor-
shiped my ancestors in the hope of re-

ceiving merit in the future. Will that
all count for nothing if I believe?”
They answer “Study God’s Word and
believe and He will give you peace for

the future. We all sin, but since we have
believed the Holy Spirit leads us each
day to strive to do God’s will.” And
thus with all of them when thej'' once
open their hearts to this Gospel of peace.
Preaching the good tidings is the one
thing of importance. Persecution, sting-

ing criticisms, physical weariness,
nothing deters them from telling others
of their new found faith, which has
brought to them the peace that passeth
all understanding. One of the native
preachers was put in prison for preach-
ing the Gospel in a far away place
where it had never been introduced.
When asked what he did while a pri.son-

er he replied “I read God’s Word and
sang hymns.” After they have accept-

ed Christ as their personal Savior one
cannot but be impressed with the way in

which the following teachings have
taken hold of them : First, The doctrine

of the H0I3" Spirit, without whose in-

dwelling they realize that they are

powerless to do anything for God

;

Second, The doctrine of the second
coming. Living in daily and prayerful
expectation for His return, they must
labor diligently while it is yet day

;

Third. The doctrine of Satan. Knowing
so well the dark misery of his service,
they still believe him to be their ever
present enemy, seeking todestroy them,
and only by the constant presence of
the Holy Spirit in their heart.s can he be
overcome. Day and night they search
the Scriptures and with childlike faith

the word is accepted and passed on ; this

is the secret of their being so wonderful-
ly used in converting their heathen
brethren,

KOREA, AFTER UTAH.

From Annual Report of Rev. S. F,

Moore, June f
1904.

^ight months have elapsed since we
landed. October 29th. Mr. Miller

kindly let us occupy his house for a few
weeks, when we moved into our winter

quarters on Miss Wambold’s compound.
The upper story of the house was un-

finished. After camping here for five

months it was necessary to vacate the

hou.se the middle of April. As thejAv
house for single ladies, which we
to occupy', was yet unfinished, we packed
our goods, thankful that we had so lit-

tle to pack, and stored them in the new
hospital. Mrs. Moore and the boys
spent the next month at the hotel, I

being absent in the country part of the

time. About the middle of May we
moved to our present quarters, the

house being on the slope of the moun-
tain outside the South Gate. Here we
were able to unpack our trunks for the

first time in two and one half j'ears.

We have been thus forcibly reminded

that we are pilgrims and strangers,

having here no continuing city but

seeking one to come. An unsettled con-

dition and frequent moves have not

been conducive to the most effective

work, but on looking back the months
seem full of mercies. No serious illne.ss

has come nigh our dwelling, and Mrs.

Moore’s health has improved very de-

cidedly since we moved to our present

quarters. After a year in Utah, it seem-

ed a great mercy to set foot again in

Korea, where there is not only much
sowing but also some reaping to be

done.
As soon as we were settled I w’as off

for Pai Chun, where I made a round of
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the stations. There is something touch-

ing in the welcome a missionarj’ gets

after returning from furlough. The
people are so glad to see him that some
of them cry. One large man with
heavy black beard took me by the hand
and said never a word, while the tears

ran down his cheeks and his heart was
thanking God. Forty-two adults and
twenty children were baptized on that

trip. One school was started and has

been maintained since with an attend-

ance of six boys and four girls. . The
teacher’s board and half the expenses
are borne by the little group at the

magistracy.

I have had the privilege of talking

with a good many Koreans who came to

the house to see me, and several have
expressed their purpose to lead a Christ-

! ian life. One of the most interesting

I is a young Buddhist priest, who is a

scholarly fellow. He is well up on the
^ ladder of ofi&cial promotion, keeps a

servant, and has paid his board for a

couple of months in advance, declaring

hmiself a believer and expressing his

^Apose to make a thorough study of

wimstian doctrine. He looked into

Romanism before he came to us and
seems like a merchantman seeking goodly
pearls

;
but it is too early in his career

to make any forecast of his future.

My Sabbaths have been speut in seed-

sowing at the river villages, where I

have had no native assistant to give his

time to the work. By the kindness of

Toronto friends a small hut has been
purchased for meetings there. Many
hear the Word at our open air meetings
and some books has been sold and many
tracts distribnted. A few souls have ex-
pressed their purpose to lead a new life,

but they need much instruction and I

hope for a native assistant to go about
among these 25000 .souls, who are .scat-

tered along the river for a distance of

five miles.

UNLETTERED, BUT FAITHFUL.

By Dr. Eva H. Field.

J am always impressed with the deep
Christian character of the little hunch

back woman Mrs. Pak. No one in the
church seems to so long for the uncon-
verted or to so earnestly work to bring
back those who seem to be falling by the

way. Not long ago I heard her .say

to Mr. Clark when he was telling, her
how to keep the record of her “ten” “I
cannot keep the book for I can neither

read nor write. But I will know whether
they come or not and I will plead with
them,” and she does it. Once last fall

she went to the home of a butcher,
whose wife was sick, and for a number
of days did the house work and looked
after things until the woman was able

herself to take up the work. Many in

the church, I am afraid, would not have
done it because of the fact that they,

were butchers, but Mrs. Pak seems not
to think of those things. She is past

sixty and probably it will be true as she

remarked the other day when they were
all saying good-bye, “These young wo-
men will probablj^ see you again but be-

fore you return I will probably have
gone to heaven.”

THE invisible AUDIENCE. '

were spending the night with a

Christian. During supper, which

I ate in a shed- by lantern light, 1 could

hear strange sounds like rats in the straw

bordering the top of the fence. How-
ever I knew these were female rats of

the human species, who were trying to

get a glimpse of the foreigner eating.

Korean women’s curiosity is uncontroll-

able. After supper we put the lantern

on a little Korean table in the court-yard

and preached to the blank air, so it

would appear. But there was an audi-

ence and we knew it, but all that was
visible was an irregular line of black

bumps that one might dimly descry

above the fence on all four sides of the

court-yard. This meant an audience of

from 25 to 50 women drawn b,v the ir-

resistible desire fora sight-see. We hope

they left with a little vision of life’s

deeper purposes. While my helper was
preaching I sat on a mat in the court-

yard and looked upon this picture, at

once laughable and pitiable, because in

that scene was portrayed the life of wo-

man in Korea. One could not have a

better portrayal of Korean womanhood
in its first glimpse after the truth—the

courtyard of an humble blacksmith,

illumined by a strange light, merely a

foreign lantern, but so much brighter

than their little oil dip as to always cause

remark. Some men come in and sit or
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stand listening, still others too ashamed
to venture in sit opposite the gate-way
listening, while the Korean woman takes
her traditional place in the back-ground,
yet from her position seeking to get a

glimpse of something new, strange, lum-
inous, attractive while still in the dark
peering over the fence of traditionalism

and in those glimmering rays meeting
something which appeals and reveals to

the higher life within, crushed for cen-
turies. Would to God that some sisters

born and living in the light of the home-
land might see in this picture a call to

them, Thedarkness, the bondage of tradi-

tionalism, the glimmering light over the
wall, restrained longing. Who will come
to loose these bonds and point and lead

the vvay to Him who alone can satisfy?

This is the call which has been before
the church for four years. Only a wo-
man can go behind that fence. Who
will come?

Henry M. Bruen.
Taiku, May, 8, 1904.

“THE BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT.”

J^ear old Yoon Si, a woman of the
church, 75 years old, who w-^as al-

most blind from cataract, came to the
dispensary begging to know if her eyes
could not be “mended” so that she could
see the road aud need not be led to

church. After the cataracts were remov-
ed and see could “see the road” her
hopes were raised higher upon being told

she could be Sited with glasses which
would enable her to learn to read the
Testament. But the members of her
family, none of whom are Christians,

ridiculed the idea and though quite able

to pay for her glasses, they grudgingly
gave her a few “nyang” saying it was
like throwing money away. When the

Srst pair of glasses sent to her did not

serve they said “there we told you those

foreigners are only deceiving you—now’

isn’t your money thrown awa)”^?” The
second testing how'ever proved success-

ful, but never a word of inquiry or com-
ment came from the household though
they know well that Yoon Si has her
eyesight, for she has proved it by neatly

making a jacket for herself. Now she is

laboriously and faithfully learning John
3:16 one syllable at a time and great is

her joy in being able to read for herself

the Word of God.—Mrs. Moffett, in An-

nual Report of Pyeng Yang Statiorf,

1903.

A BIBLE WOMAN THE ONLY LINK.

By Mrs. D. M. McRae of Wonsan.
the meeting of the Canadian Presby-
terian Mission last September it

was decided toemploy two Bible Women,
one to work in our southern field under
Miss McCully’s care, the other to work
in Ham Heung under my supervision.
I had at that time a woman paid by the
B. & F. Bible Society. This woman,
who has been a Christian for some years
and liad received teaching from Mrs.
Swalle'i and Mrs Gale, has been one of our
most valued native workers. Her talent,

however, is far more in the line of

teaching the Christian women to read
and in fact of being the missionary’s
personal helper than in selling" books or
doing very aggressive work among the

heathen. It was considered best there-

fore th-it my woman should be placed

under the Toronto fund, while the privi-

lege of having a B. & F. woman should
be given to Dr. McMillan, if she «o

wished it.

Oar plans for work, how’ever,

much interrupted, first, bj’ the long ill-

ness which made going to Ham Heung
impossible, and later by the war, which
has practically stopped our work for the

pre.sent between here and Song Chin.
During all this time my woman has been
in Ham Heung. She is the only means
I have of keeping in touch wnth the

w’ork in that great city, where she is the

only Bible-woman. As far as I can tell

she, as in the past, is keeping the Christ-

ian women at work, encouraging them
to attend the services, to study the les-

sons I send them, and to-day I received

from her a letter telling of a class for

special study she has been holding every

day with an attendance of about twenty.

She also teaches the Christian girls twice

a week, and I trust does some booksell-

ing aud preaching to the heathen. You
will, I believe, understand how diflScult

it is to have care of a Korean Bible-wo-

man two hundred and seventy li away
and how impossible it is to give true re-

ports of her w’ork. I can only say that

I would not remove her from Ham
Heuug for any consideration and that I

believe her presence is a blessing and in-

spiration wherever she may be.



August 1904. THE KOREA EIELD- 185

THE KOREA FIELD.

PUBLISHED QUARTBBLY IN THE MONTHS OF

February, May, August, and November:

With the object of familiarizing its readers with the
working of the Holy Spirit in the Churches of Korea.

Annual subscription, including postage 10 cents
or 20 sen

To be paid in America through MR. C. W, HAND, trea-

surer of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City,

^

To be remitted in Korea to DR. C. C. VINTON, Seoul.

THE CONFERENCE.

Jt was with very great regret that the
missionary body in Korea gave up

under stress of war’s compulsion the
plans matured during a period of two
years for a comprehensive Conference
next month, when twenty years shall

have passed since the beginning of Gos-
pel work in this land. No choice how-
ever remained to ns. Onr thought now
regarding those plans takes only the in-

definite shape of hoping it may be pos-
sible to carry out the best of them when
s^ne other anniversary of that event
^gBl afford a more happy occasion.

For this j'ear the meeting will be a

“home gathering.’’ Its duration has
been narrowed to the three sessions of a

single day, September 22nd, the exact
date of Dr. Allen’s arrival in Seoul
in 1884. And the programme now be-

fore us provides for seven papers only,

upon broadly inclusive topics, by the rep-

resentatives of the six evangelistic mis-

sions working here and of the Bible so-

cieties. Since many who had expected to

enjoy with us here the larger occasion
have been kept away by the war, and
since these papers are expected to con-
tain the ver\" cream of that feast, we ex-

pect in our next issue to do as much as

space will allow to prese^^ . to our readers

a view of their contents.

A YOUNG CHURCH.

By Rev. R. H. Sidebotham, Fusan.

JTorty miles by railroad and thirty miles
on foot, spending two hours on

the slopes of the high mountain where
the pulse runs up to 140 and the breath
almost gives out w'ith exhaustion, this

is the shortest way from Fusan to the
little church in Chang-yung County.

I first went in in April of last year,
and found there were six believing
houses. Why the Koreans always count
the number of houses from which
believers come, even if only one comes
from each house, instead of counting
noses, I have never been able to make
out. These six houses produced ten
professing Christians, five men, five

women. I fell in love with them from
the first. They were all 3^onng, a bles-

sing no one ever appreciates until he
sees how childish is the second child-

hood which often begins in Korean men
shortly after they reach 50, and in the
women even before they are 45. Then
too they came from a respectable class

of people, which gives the church stand-
ing in the community; and they were
bright and able to learn.

I met only the men at first. We start-

ed with a few songs and after a little

drill they could sing three or four hymns
better than the Christians of Golden Sea
could after eight years; and now their

equals in music are not to be found.
Correctness of time and tone, zeal to

learn. Methodistic fervor in execution
are unprecedented in my music teaching
records in Korea. The ordinary Korean
sings all his pieces to one tune on a

minor, pentatonic scale, and always drifts

away into the weird strains when begets
a chance

;
but these people were different.

They learned on major scales, and clung
to them.

Among the men, I found Mr. E and
his brother were in mourning clothes,

their fatlier having died the year before.

The neighbors felt greatly incensed to

think these two had been so completel}^

carried aw’ay by this blasphemous doc-
trine that they were no longer setting

out the tables of food for the departed
father to eat, or bowing down before his

tablet. No words were sufficient to

express their disgust at such uufilial

conduct, and a wordy persecution had
been going on for some time. However,
the two brothers thought they had the

better of the argument and knew thej^

had the facts on their side.

I took a walk to the threshing-floor

near by, w'hich was simply a smooth
plot of ground baked hard by the sun
and pounded hard by the flails. As
I was the first foreigner who had ever
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appeared in the village, the crowd flock-

ed aronnd tne, and I began to address

them.
“He speaks Korean well/’ several of

them burst out, as though a few broken
sentences were among the wonders of

the world.
I preached for a time, and the Christ-

ians also gave their testimony, and the

villagers agreed it was righteous talk
;

upon which we invited them to live the

righteous talk as w’ell as talk about it.

I am glad to say several have since

decided to live it.

That afternoon we men were studying
Mark, when one man exclaimed “This
Korean custom of not letting the women
sit with the men is all right, but we
Christians don’t need to be so careful.

There are the women folks all sneaking
around outside trying to hear what they
can. Why not let them in here so they
can hear decently and not have to sneak
around like thieves?’’ And so the

women were invited in to hear the pastor

talk about Mark. One by one they
came in, blushing and bashful, and all

scuttled into a dark corner. The flrst

barrier was burned away. We discover-

ed these women were all learning to

read, a task which seems so dreadfully

hard to them, although a person who
can talk Korean ought to learn to read

in a day, needing only practise to make
perfect. We mi-ssionaries feel so thank-
ful the written character is easy and the

language phonetic.

That was the beginning. In May
this year I called there for the fourth

time, each time ray admiration of their

spirit having increased. Mr. Chung,
the oldest one and the scholar of the

group, had for his Master’s sake released

his concubine, giving her a good living.

The two brothers had passed the agonies

of the second anniversary of their

father’s death without going back to

ancestral worship. All had been study-

ing hard. As one said, “I could hardly

sleep nights, I was so anxious to know
about Jesus,’’ We found eight ready for

baptism, three of the men passing ex-

aminations on Scripture facts and doct-

rines which I have never heard excelled,

and that evening we administered the

sealing sacrament.
Nor had they been idle in preaching.

Here was a young man who had been

gathered in the Gospel net, asking what
he should do about a young grass widow
he was living with to whom be was not
married. He wanted to put her away
and get a proper wife. But the woman
when told to leave exhibited such a love
for the young man that he said “I will

marry and so they had a wedding,
and came into the church as catechumens
later. They love each other now with a
great love, and are as happy as can be
in their newly-found religion.

And others have come in, five more
houses. They need a church building
badly, and expect when the rice is cut
this season to invest $8.00 or .so in a

good edifice. For the pre.sent they meet
in a Christian hou.se, and have fixed up
a pole on which they fly the red cross on
a white back ground every Sunday,
even though they never heard of the
Red Cross Society.

Large-hearted, zealous, singing, pray-
ing, preaching and more than all stud}'-

ing Christians, I never leave them with-

out regrets, and I hasten back as fast

as other duties will permit.

4
THREE MONTHS AMONG SEOUL

WOMEN.

From Annual Report of Miss E. L.

Shields, June, 1904.

JJaving left S3'^en Chyun on February
22nd., I waited at Pyeng Yang for

tw’o w'eeks until the “Cincinnati” car-

ried to Chemulpo those “refugees” w’no

wished to reach Seoul or other points

south of Pyeng Yang, and arrived here

on March 15th.; and begun soon after-

wards to take up various bits of work :

—

1. Visits in the Hospital two or three

times a week ;

2. The Thursday class for the women
of Tong Hyun church after Dr. Field

laid it down; holding the meetings in

the Jacobson Memorial Home, and have

tried to receive all callers who came;

3. A Wednesdaj^ meeting with a few
Christian women near our new build-

ings outside of South Gate;

4. Five meetings with the women
who gathered at a Christian home at

Sam Kai (where Mr. Moore has begun
work). This house is the onl>' Christ-

ian home in the neighborhood, and Mrs.
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Kim, Pil-soon-i’s mother, has gone be-

fore me and with me in these meetings.

One afternoon 17 women came, the

largest number I met there at one time.

Among the strangers who listened two
said they had decided to become Christ-

ians and others have shown deSnite

interest. Besides seeing the women at

the house, as we go along the country
roads we see them washing clothes or

drawing water from the wells, and can

use the opportunity to speak to thena,

often finding a listener.

One rainy day we took shelter in a

home near Yong San where a young
woman lives who has some duties in the

palace. She was interested in the for-

eigner because she wished to learn

English but her mother and ^others be-

sides herself have had three opportuni-
ties to hear Mrs. Kim’s earnest words,
for we were cordially invited to return
after our first informal visit, and have
made two calls since.

5. Visiting in some of the homes of the

Tong Hyun Church has been one of the

encouraging features of my programme,
results are immediately evident,

women coming out to the church
.services more regularly, and our mutual
acquaintauce and friendship being more
closely established. Mrs. Kim of Ta
Pang Kol took me to several houses
where the people were refined and well-

to-do, and we had pleasant visits. In

one home the daughter-in-law of one of

our Christians definitely decided to be-

lieve and has since become a catechu-

men.^ I was especially impressed with
the work to be done among the young
women of the families, whom custom
forbids going out, and how much they
need help given them in the homes.
This daughter-in-law forgot when to

come to the church for examination to

enter the catechumenate, so I went
to the Ta Pang Kol sister, Mrs. Kim,
and asked her to direct me to the place.

Mrs. Kim was sick, but got ready and
led me to the house, where, while wait-

ing, she talked to a man who was
standing in the yard, telling him he
ought to believe. The man recognized
me as having been at the Hospital about
four years ago when his wife was a

patient there, and his remembrance of

the fact made an additional reason why
the invitation to church, etc., was em-

phasized. It is just another of the
“coincidences” which prove that one’s
daily goings are not by chance, what-
ever the results of the meeting may be.

We were happy to have among those
received as catechumens three of the
Hospital patients and the young woman
who is doing the housework in the ward.
The testimony of one of the women, 21

years of age, whose physical condition
has made her life for months—yes, years

—

a long continued weakness and suffering,

was that “if she did not believe in Jesus,
she could not live.” The Christian
woman from Chunju (Miss Tate’s Bible

woman) has been a great blessing in the
Hospital while she has been waiting for

her daughter’s recovery. Of the little

patient above noted (when I enquired
about her spiritual condition, of which
.Unyuni’s mother knew much more than
I) she answered that she was a sincere
believer and had been “taught of God”
to understand His message.

A NOVEMBER TRIP.

From December Station Report of

Rev. C. E. Sharp.

POR the first ten days or two weeks
the trip was not very satisfactory,

as it was the busiest season of the year for

the farmers
; and we could not do much

among the groups during that time. The
farmers have harvested a good crop this

year and have been very busy. It has
been a temptation to some of the Christ-

ians to work on Sunday, but in only a

very few cases have they yielded.

The cattle plague has been very
severe in Whang Hai Do, and it was
impossible to get oxcarts or oxen to car-

ry my loads. Where horses were not
obtainable, the Christians in a number
of places left their work and carried my
loads from place to place.

One event of special interest was the

vi.sit to a new group at An Chou, 50 It

southwest of Chang Yuu eub. The
work was started by a man baptized in

the eub several years ago. He is a very
earnest man and by faithful work among
his neighbors has gathered quite a band
about him. Some of them were received

as catechumens last year at Won Tong.
A number of the.se were ready for
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baptism, and several catechumens were
received, among them a former “mu-
tang.”

Another interesting event was the
visit to Pak Yun Island. This island is

the largest of the James Hall group. It

is about ten miles in length by five in

breadth, and has ten villages contain-

ing a population of perhaps three thou-
sand. Mr. Han of Sorai has done faith-

ful work, and there are now believers

in four villages. They show a very
earnest, faithful spirit. Among those

baptized on this trip was a woman said

to have been possessed by the devil,

but to have been healed on becoming
a Chri.stian. Although an ignorant wo-
man, she passed a very good examina-
tion. The work on the island is very
promising, but diflBcult for the mis-

sionary to reach.

On the trip we visited fourteen groups
and held nine session meetings, baptiz-

ing 32 adults and three infants and
admitting 39 catechumens. The trip

occupied five weeks.

A meeting of the Leaders was held.

The report of the treasurer showed a

balance of sixty dollars in the treasury.

It was decided that Mr. Yi Yu Han’s
work be changed the coming year, and
that he give his whole time to work
among the churches, instead of to the

heathen villages; also that Mr. Han’s
work be more pastoral work. The whole
field was divided between the helpers.

Deacon Saw, Mr. Yi Yu Han, Mr. Han,
and Elder Saw, and each is to visit the

churches in his charge as often as pos-

sible, holding classes, etc. This step

was taken because of the call from so

many of the churches for some one to

teach them. To offset the taking of

Mr. Han and Mr. Yi Yu Han out of

strictly evangelistic work, the leaders

were urged to visit, so far as possible,

the heathen villages near home, preach-

ing and distributing tracts.

MIDSUMMER OCCUPATIONS.

July Station Report of Miss K. C.

Wajnbold, 1904.

TOURING July I have had my usual

"^meetings, the rain often holding off

just long enough to permit them. Then
I have found visiting could be done

during a shower and the going about
between showers. One visit is to be
specially mentioned, to an elderly wo-
man who has onl}’ recently received
baptism. Her house was hard to find,

so Song, formerly teacher in the Sai
Mun An Boys’ School, went with Mrs.
Yun and me the long distance toward
the north of the centre of the city, I

should say. We were received very
warmly, and the woman and her friends
listened to the Gospel and talked a long
time. It was a good long visit as I was
gone from home from seven in the
morning till two in the afternoon.
Going to Chandariou foot is really an

experience this weather, especially if

one forgets to take money and thus has
to wade t^e stream instead of being
‘ Ubbaed.” The women out there are
much disturbed over the land troubles

which threaten. They asked if their

country and its people would lose their

lives? I could only tell them we must
trust. The wife of little Ye who went
to Hawaii and has been heard of but
once always attends the meetings with
her two children. Her pathetic

tion every time, if we have heard nSn
him, is very sad. She hopes Dr. Field

will find him, but I told her there had
not been time for Dr. Field to write

5'et from America.
I am finding it very pleasant in the

Clark house, which they kindly gave
me in their absence. But during these

rains the fall of tiles from the roof and
the explosion of bottled fruit in the

pautr)" have caused me many frights.

The workman I sent for told me this

morning the tiles were about ready to

slide off in a body from one part of the

roof.

The girls in Miss Barrett’s school

are wonderfully industrious when I go

to teach needlework. I find them all

sewing or knitting, and last Thursday
there were many smiling over vigorous

exercise at the laundry tubs.

IN A HEATHEN ATMOSPHERE.

From Annual Report of Mrs. W. N.

Blair, September, 1903.

^HE last work attempted, taken up
the middle of April, has been teach-

ing a class of young women in the Bible

class at Sa Chang Kol. This work in a



Au^st 1904. THE KOREA FIELD.

t class of bright young women has been
e full of interest and profit to the teacher.

Several of the girls are bright examples
; of faithfulness under persecution. One
,

' .sad incident is worth the telling as il-

' lustrating how much of crime is among
the people which never comes to light.

In the winter before I took charge of
the class one of its members, a 3'^oung

woman, suddenly disappeared from her
home one evening while her family were
at prayer-meeting, leaving a little eight
months old baby boy. The Christians
do not hesitate to say- that her husband,
a heathen who had long been unkind to

her, had made away with her. Since I

have had the class the daughter of my
own teacher has disappeared in a like

manner. These two cases have happen-
ed in less than a year in a class of about
twenty young women.

• A KOREAN KINDERGARTEN.

From Annual Report ofMrs. W. B,

Hunt, September, 1903.

JpORTY or more boys of the primary
school outside the gate of the city

met with me for an hour a week in

1 kindergarten. At that same hour the

I
remaining days of the week one of the

I

assistants carried on the w’ork under my
I direction. We were limited in material,

1 being obliged to make every thing we
}• used in fancy work, from the blocks to

j
the coloring of paper. But I found

(, the Korean boys’ face brightened over
lit a colored piece of paper, and he enjoyed
T working out his little ideas in clay quite

|, as much as an American boy. Though
f we have made but a crude beginning, I

believe that it has been a help to the

r; pupils. It gave them an hour in the

j
day when thej' had a change from the

study of the Chinese character, and it

I gave them an opportunity to do a little

}
individual thinking. Not all parents

J
will see the use of such work in the

school for some time, but the School

!l Board, consisting of members of the

I*
Pyeng Yang city church, have favored

j

the experiment, and at the meetings
with the parents, have urged upon the

parents the helpfulness of 'kindergarten

I to the child.
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A SCHOOLGIRL’S FAITH.

From December Station Report of

Miss. S. A. Doty.

J^APCHUNIE, who has had tuber-
culosis since last spring, will pro-

bably^ be spared to us only’ a few days
longer. Since bringing her from the
hosiptal last summer she has occupied a

room by herself here on our place, and
the schoolgirls have been untiring in

their care and devotion to her. The
future is all bright to Kapchunie. Her
work is finished. Her many fervent
pray’ers for her parents and for the Ko-
reans who do not yet know Christ as

their Savior are all committed to Him
who knows every yearning desire of her
heart. It is rare to see such strength
and force of character so permeated by
the “fruits of the Spirit’’ as were mani-
fest in her. She is just the one we
would have chosen to fill one of the
difficult places in the Master’s work in

this land
; but He who knows the end

from the beginning has other and wiser
plans for Kapchunie.

OVERLAND FROM TAIKU TO FUSAN.

From Annual Report of Dr. Eva H.

Field, June, 1 904.

the morning of December 26th. we
left the friends in Taiku and start-

ed southward, spending three days at

one of the groups in the North Province.

On December 30th. we reached Mil

Yang, in the Fusan territory, and begun
our work at the village of Wha San. We
were most cordially received, the people

of the village immediately sending word
to the upnai and the other near-by vil-

lages that we had arrived. In a short

time quite a number had gathered to

greet us. As it was Wednesday' even-

ing, the men kindly went to another
house for their prayer-meeting that we
might have room enough for all the

women who wished to attend.

The class work began on Thursday
morning, and we had morning and after-

noon lessons for three days, meeting
those for a prayer meeting in the even-
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ing who did not have to go to their

homes for the night or who lived near

by. The average attendance was about

25, coming from Wha San, Chung Kui,
and the upnai. The people of Chung
Kui were quite anxious to have us come
and stay part of the time in their village,

but it seemed best not to do so as the

time was already short. I attended the

Sabbath morning service at Wha San
and the afternoon at Chung Kui.
The women studied very well and

seemed anxious to learn. Mrs. Ko seem-
ed to me a specially earnest woman. In

the morning, when the family rice was
cooked, she had an extra portion pre-

pared, and at noon, during our short

rest, she had a big kettle of soup made,
and served each one who came to study
with a big bowl of rice and hot soup.

She said she liked to see her goods dis-

appear when it was for the sake of the
Master’s work. This woman, with four

others, walked to the class at Fusan,
140 /z distant.

Monday we left for Chil Won and had
a cold ride. This was especially true

when we. reached the river and had to

wait nearly an hour for the ferry boat.

The river was frozen about half way
over and it did not sound very encourag-
ing to hear the boatmen say “Yes, the
ice is safe, but don’t stand there long
with the chair; move quickly.’’ We
were glad to get on the opposite side

without accident and were soon at our
destination. Miss Chase had been at

Chil Won several times, so they had
found out how to entertain a foreigner.

They gave us a nice large clean room,
and all the women came in to give their

greetings, but they only stayed a few
minutes and then went away, and gave
me the evening in which to rest. Here
there were about the same number of

women who met to study. We did not
divide the class, but all studied together
lessons from the first part of Matthew’s
Gospel, continuing the same subject
both morning and evening. I find that

sometimes the women are muddled when
they try two subjects in one day. Here
there were three women and two girls

who read well and a number of others

who evidently could read^ but who lack-

ed confidence in themselves.
We remained in Chil Won until Sat-

urday and were loth to leave our nice

room which the leader’s wife had given
us and the friends who seemed so glad
of the opportunity to study God’s Word,
Several women came from neighboring
villages. At this place they all enquired
about Miss Chase and told me some of
the things she had taught them ; so they
do not forget everything we say, as I am
sometimes tempted to think.
Our next stop was at Masanpo, fifty /i

distant, and what a change [ Here there
was no good leader to welcome us ar.d

w’e hunted around for nearly an hour
before we finally found the church; and
then they were not ready for us, having
misunderstood the dates. But after the
room was swept out and a fire built we
were quite comfortable in the unoccu-
pied room of the church.
Very few women could read, hence

the study was more or less unsatisfactory.

The division into two churches alsointer-

fered with the best work, for they .were

not of one mind. We studied morning
and afternoon together for four days,

and about twelve or fourteen women met.
They were from both churches, and two
came from a village ten H distant. One
old lady was very much overcome wKsn
we .started and really embraced me
twice.

One day, after the classes, I took my
head chair coolie and walked over to the

Foreign Concession ten /z di.stant. It

was a pleasant change from the stuffy

little room, and. I enjoyed the view of

the harbor, where all was so quiet there

was not even a ripple on the water and
no boats to be seen ; yet the American
newspapers were reporting riots in Ma-
sanpo as having occurred on the very

day I took the walk.

Leaving Masanpo, we went 30 H to

Sin Pung, where helper Paik lives, and

were glad of the chance to rest one
afternoon and evening before going on

to Kim Hai. We reached Kim Hai

Friday evening and were met by a

messenger from F'usan, who brought

letters and food, both of which were
most acceptable. Friday night Changsie
Omini led the meeting, so that I could

read my letters, and Saturday morning
we begun the regular study, taking

some lessons from the life of Christ.

Several women came from surrounding

villages and these seemed more interest-

ed and anxious to learn than the women
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living in the upnai, I was sorry that

by the titne'we reached Kim Hai both

of us were so tired that w'e could not do
as well for the women as one can soon
after starting out. We continued the

class through Tuesday, and Wednesday
morning started for Fusan, which we
reached after a hard day’s journey, thus
ending a 25 days’ trip.

Work in Fusan was confined to the

Women’s Class, wh ich began or Frida}"^

and lasted nine days. Five women came
in from Mil Yang and two from Kim Hai
for the entire class, but later three more
came from the latter place. Several
al.so came from Deer Island. My work
consisted in lessons from the Acts in the

morning, and at the evening meetings
we studied several of the Fsalnis. I

was unable to attend all the evening
meetings, and Changsie Omini took the
le.sson in my stead.

Noticeable among those attending the
class were some of Mrs. Irvin’s night
school girls. Their bright intelligent

faces were an inspiration. One day dur-
ing theclass we had James 3:4 nicely illus-

trated. The country women had not
seen the large steamers before and we
stood upon the porch watching one
enter the harbor. Following the channel
it came to a certain place and then turn-
ed, leaving so distinct a track that they
could easily see how it had been turned,
and they remarked “Now we under-
stand.” I read the verse to them while
they were watching.

It was hard to say goodbye to these
women ! They came down to the wharf
to see us off and told us to go in peace
and to send some one to teach them, for

they were so ignorant. It is pitiful, this

crj' from the women just out of heathen
darkness, “Who will teach us after you
are gone?” “When will some one else

come?” “Can they not spare some more
women from America to come and teach
us?” This was the first w'ork done in

this province by a single woman for two
and one half years, and I was sorry to

be able to give but so short a time.
Surely some one will heed the call and
come to them.

HOW THE WORK GOES.

Jn spite of the lateness of the men’s
winter Bible class we were nearly
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overwhelmed by having some over 200
come in, just five times the number we
had last year. Two years ago we had 14,

last year 40, and this year 200. We had
hoped to have both Mr. Hunt and Mr.
Sidebotham to assist, but when the time
came neither was able to come, and with
Mr. Adams away in America we were
in a plight; yet we made out as best we
could, Mr. Smith coming up from Fu-
san and assisting us as he was able for a
few days. The men walked in, some
as far as 80 miles, bringing their rice and
one spoon and brass bowl with them,^
and cooking their own meals to save ex-
pense. This meant considerable hard-
ship, but they felt that it paid.

At the close of the class w'e celebrated

the Lord’s Supper, and on that Sunday
I received into the city church 20 women
as catechumens, a record number for one
Sunday with us.

A week after the close of the class I

started off for the Eastern coast through
Mr. Adams’ territory. In the Kyeng Ju
district (which is the largest in the two
provinces) there has been a remarkable
growth, the result of years of seed-sow-
ing combined with an impetus received

from the Romanist propaganda. One
year ago we had but one small group. I

met on this trip eight groups, five of

them with their own church buildings.

One of these had never been visited by
the missionary or a regular helper. We
found there a group of fifteen believers.

About two months ago two men came in

and bought some books and we were de-

lighted to find that they had not only
read them all but one especially was
the most intelligent for a two
months’ Christian that I have ever met
with.

At another place a serious problem
confronted us in a group which had
sprung up solely as an anti-Romanist or-

ganization. The Romanists were taking
the civil law into their own hands and
were seizing, beating and robbing at will.

As an opposition society a group sprang
up, calling itself the “Jesus church.’’

A leader was selected, an initiation fee

was demanded. On.Sundays they gather-
ed around a beating rack on which they
carefully placed a copy of the New Tes-
tament as some idol to be worshipped,
each member in turn contributed to the
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collection with which they bought w'ine,

and having drunk the same they were
readyforthe work of the day. The leader

now took his place as j
ndge and any of the

.society who had any grievance to nrake

against a Romanist was heard, the judge
rendered his decision, aud a certain

number were deputed to seize and pro-

duce the offender. When the. prisoner

arrived court was again summoned, the

case tried, and probably a l>eating ensu-
ed. This was the state of things when
the leader of a neighboring group heard
of it and went over and tried to set them
right

;
also my helper had spent one

Sunday with them and bad struggled

;

with the result that the leader professed

repentance, put away two of his three

wive.s, the “beaters” had split off by
themselves, and thiugs were undergoing
a change when I arrived. We gathered
a few at their church building and tried

to provide for their nurture. It is worthy
of note that the French priest himself

presented the names of a large number
of so-called Romanists, who were plun-

dering uuder the name of the church, to

the governor here and requested their

prosecution with the result that a good
many are serving time in jail and the

Romanists in that county have fallen off

from 500 to 60.

After twelve days of itinerating is is

always with relief that one rises on the

morning of the home stretch. The day
was fair and between ns and home was
no li or nearly 40 miles, but I observe
that it is not only horses who can make
time when their faces are turned home-
wards.
About a week later saw’ us off again

on my Western circuit. Here has been
also a remarkable growth. On this

trip of twelve days I received 64 cate-

chumens aud baptized several. The
w’hole number of catechumens reported

from this province last Fall was but 80
and on these two trips I have received

too. About half of the groups on this

circuit now have their own church
buildings. The largest have a Sunda}’

attendance of 100 to 120, a large new
church building, a church school, and
upon ray last visit they decided to

undertake to send one of their number
once a month to keep Sunday aud help

another weak group distant .some 70 //.

Thus they have begun a self-propagat-
ing work and have become a home mi.s-

sion society. This I feel is a great step
;

from being mere consumers they have
begun to be producers. At another
group there is a woman who might
.serve to indicate how true are Christ's
words

;
“many of the la.st shall be first

“

For sincerity and zeal she might be an
example to many not only in Korea but
ill America. Becoming a Christian
with her whole family while as yet there
was no room for women to meet in at

the group her husband attended, .she

determined to find a place where she
could attend church. So it is that she
with her son every Sabbath walk to

the next nearest group, which is but
three miles by direct route

; but there

intervenes the Naktong river with no
regular ferry at that point. Once she
came dow'n to cross but the boatman
told her that as the boat had just been
repaired it was not proper for a woman
to cross in her maiden trip. This hum-
ble soul recognizing the reasonableness

of the statement walked *up the ri^r
and after kneeling down on the shore

took off her clothes and waded across

and attended service. Every Sunday
she either crosses here or walks six

miles around by another ferry to attend

church, her great desire being to learn

more of the wonderful love of God,
which, as she said, “is so great that

even though I die, as He did for me, I

cannot repay.” Her earnestness has

been w’e were told a great blessing to

the women of this group, aud it is a

rebuke to many of her country women
who think that it is a great breach of

proper etiquette to venture any where
outside of their own court-5’ard. And
too it is one which they as Christians

cannot disregard, if they have the same
earnest spirit that possesses this woman.
“Mauy of the last shall be first” seems
likely to be fulfilled in this woman, who,
realizing that it is already late, enters

with such zeal that she may easily ac-

complish more than many who have
been professing Christians from child-

hood.
H. M. Bruen.

Taiku May 1, 1904.
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